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Can Seattle rezone away 
racial divide in housing? 


Some are skeptical, but plans in Crown Hill to allow more diversity in types of housing 
also suggest a path toward more racial and income diversity in a white neighborhood. 
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Seattle’s Crown Hill neighborhood straddles 15th Avenue Northwest at Northwest 85th Street. The Safeway store and parking lot 


are seen here at center. 


By BOB YOUNG AND JUSTIN MAYO 
Seattle Times staff reporters 

For generations, Seattle was segre- 
gated through racist neighborhood 
covenants, deed restrictions, even 
banking policies designed to keep 
certain minorities out of largely white 
enclaves. 

Yet nearly 50 years after the land- 
mark Fair Housing Act sought to 
reverse that legacy, the city remains 
strikingly separated along color lines. 

A Seattle Times analysis shows that 
areas dedicated to single-family 
houses remain the city’s most exclu- 
sive havens. If you live in North Capi- 
tol Hill or Sunset Hill/Loyal Heights 
single-family zones, you have more 
than 100 white neighbors for every 
black one. 

Citywide, one in 14 Seattleites is 
black. 

Multifamily zones, where apart- 
ments are allowed, are more racially 
diverse across the city. That’s true for 
every racial-minority group, The 
Times found. In West Seattle, blacks 
make up 14 percent of the population 
in multifamily zoning, but only 4 
percent in single-family neighbor- 
hoods, according to the analysis of 
2010 census data, which feature 
details not available in more recent 
estimates by the U.S. Census Bureau. 

See > REZONE, A18 
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Laboratory for change 


City planners have proposed two 
scenarios for expanding the Crown Hill 
Urban Village north of Ballard. This map 
depicts an option that would change 
136 acres of single-family zoning: 

5 percent of the 136 acres would allow 
five- to seven-story apartment buildings. 
39 percent would allow attached town 
houses, small cottages and two or three 
apartments in converted single-family 
homes. 

56 percent would allow three- and 
four-story apartment buildings. 


SINGLE FAMILY ZONING THAT 
COULD CHANGE TO: 


Residential small lot: allows small 
cottages, attached town houses and two 
or three apartments in converted houses. 


Lowrise 1: allows 3-story apartments 
(30 feet high, same as single-family). 


| Lowrise 2: allows 4-story apartments 
(40 feet). 


F Lowrise 3: allows 5-story apartments 
(50 feet). 


Neighborhood commercial: allows 5- to 
7-story apartments, usually with ground- 
floor shops. 


Gray: No change 


Proposed urban 
village expansion 
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Contrasting 
strategies 

in final push 
to be mayor 


SEATTLE CAMPAIGN 


Former U.S. attorney Durkan is 
touting experience; activist Moon 
is stressing social, racial justice 


By DANIEL BEEKMAN 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Heading into the crucial last weekend of 
Seattle’s mayoral race, Jenny Durkan, in a 
lawyerly show of force, surrounded herself 
with firefighters, Teamsters and political 
leaders at a news conference to deliver her 
“closing arguments” for 


Tuesday’s election. SEATTLE 
Cary Moon announced MAYORAL 
she would host a live hopefuls 
Facebook video session to p . 
too rich to 


answer “burning ques- 
tions” from voters — an 
event in keeping with her 
conversational campaign. 

With 14 percent of Seattle ballots re- 
turned and ready for counting as of noon 
Friday, the candidates each knew that a 
couple of hundred thousand potential 
votes were still up for grabs — some of 
them in battleground neighborhoods such 
as the Central District, Beacon Hill, Lake 
City and Delridge, where neither Durkan 
nor Moon dominated in August. 

See > MAYORAL RACE, A16 
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Pentagon: N. Korea 
nukes out of reach 
without invasion 


By DAN LAMOTHE 
AND CAROL MORELLO 
The Washington Post 


The only way to locate and secure all of 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons sites “with 
complete certainty” is through an invasion 
of U.S. ground forces, and in the event of 
conflict, Pyongyang could use biological 
and chemical weapons, the Pentagon told 
lawmakers in a new, blunt assessment of 
what war on the Korean Peninsula might 
look like. 

The Pentagon, ina letter to lawmakers, 
said a full discussion of U.S. capabilities to 
“counter North Korea’s ability to respond 
with a nuclear weapon and to eliminate 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons located in 
deeply buried, underground facilities” is 
best suited for a classified briefing. 

The letter also said that Pentagon lead- 

See > NORTH KOREA, A16 


Time to ‘fall back’ 


Daylight-saving 
time ends at 

2 a.m. Sunday. 
Clocks should be 
turned back 

one hour. 

It’s also a good 
time to change 
batteries in 
smoke detectors. 
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